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A Third Mountain: Unrepresented voters in a polarized system

What we want from democracy:
- Representation
- Responsiveness
- Deliberation



Close Presidential Elections in Two Gilded Ages
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The state we’re in:  Autocratic legalism

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban worked with the Heritage Foundation to develop Project 2025, 
the blueprint for what we’re seeing now in action. 



President Trump has issued 
dozens of executive orders 
since he took office on 20 

January 2025, many illegal.

These orders have upended 
government across the board, 

including elections, 
foreign aid, science, and 

health.



Section 4: Elections
Section 7: Legislation
Section 8: Taxes, Naturalization, Spending, Progress of Science, War, Laws

Section 1: Establish courts, including number of circuits and Supreme Court justices
 (Judiciary Act)

The founders intended Congress to be in charge





Congressional action: setting the stage in 2027

The short game (2027): Legislate and investigate
Exercise oversight over 

elections and rights (Department of Justice)
military (Pete Hegseth)
health and science (RFK Jr.) 

The long game (2029 and after): Structural reform
Restore Congress’s primacy over the executive and judiciary
A new Voting Rights Act with racial and partisan protections
The Freedom To Vote Act (S. 2247, 117th Congress)



Ending a deceptive ballot format

Election rules 
shape our 
democracy



Gerrymandering: Where politicians choose their voters
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Bringing the Sciences to Democracy

http://thirdmountainaction.org 


